Feature Essay Fall 2017
Rasmussen, Hans Civil War Treasures: Encrypted Criticism in the 18th New York Infantry.
Discussion of codes and ciphers in the Civil War naturally focuses on those used by armies and governments, but the LSU Libraries Special Collections holds a personal letter in which a sergeant of the 18th New York Infantry Regiment employed a cipher to criticize the lieutenants in his company for their bad character. Whether fearing discovery by nosey comrades, Union censors, or curious relatives, his encryption of key words concealed the most telling details of a message that lamented the low quality of camp life in the Union army at the start of the war.
George Blake (1839 Blake ( -1908 Capt. Hogan, suffering from bronchitis, could not perform his duties as company commander and resigned effective November 6, 1861. Consequently, everyone was bumped up in rank on that day: Theodore Rogers to captain, William Carmichael to first lieutenant, and George Blake to first sergeant. 4 Whatever misgivings Sgt. Blake had about his new captain's courage under fire, Theodore Rogers ultimately proved himself when he was killed at the Battle of Gaines's Mill, Virginia, on June 27, 1862, deliberately putting himself in harm's way as he bravely rallied his company. Blake himself suffered a wound to his right shoulder at Gaines's Mill. Lieut. Carmichael stayed in the rear that day because of illness and an injury he had sustained earlier when thrown from his horse. He resigned the following month. Sgt. George Blake recuperated and rejoined his company, finally being mustered out of service with the rest of the 18th New York Infantry on May 28, 1863, their two years' service complete. 
